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 Diary Dates                                                                                                                  
2019                             

Museum Open                             

10am to noon                

Tuesday to Friday        

Mondays by appointment 

Meetings at Museum          

22 Alexandra Street                                

Hunters Hill  

 

Thursday 28 February 

 GENERAL MEETING 

In the Council Chamber         

Hunters Hill Town Hall          

Commencing10.30am 

 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Wal Walker 

Jane & D’Arcy            

The Evocation of a       

Lost Romance 

 Patron: The Mayor of Hunters Hill 

www.huntershillmuseum.org.au 

                            Visit to Harper’s Mansion, Berrima 

signed as chief constable. The hotel still 

operates today.                                                                                                              

three bricks thick 

laid on a foundation 

of sandstone blocks. 

The sandstone 

probably came from 

a quarry nearby and might have been 

worked by convicts. The bricks, too, 

are likely to have been made locally. It 

has hardwood floors, with cedar doors, 

windows, fireplaces and skirtings.                                                                                           

In June 1844, James was nominated to 

the District Council of Berrima, and 

from this we can infer he was a man of 

substance and standing in the commu-

nity.                                                                                                                        

The 1840s saw a general financial 

downturn and James was forced to 

mortgage the house. Had he lived, he 

would possibly have been able to ser-

vice his commitments, but when he 

died in 1845, aged 39, Mary was unable 

to meet the debt and the house went to 

the mortgagee. He was buried in Sutton 

(Continued on page 2) 

O 
n Monday 15 October last, 

members of the Historical 

Society visited Harper’s 

Mansion, in Berrima in the Southern 

Highlands.                                                                                                                                                                           

bought land in the centre of the town-

ship on which he built The Surveyor 

General Inn, named after Mitchell. He 

became its first licensee in 1835 and re-

 2019                                              

GENERAL MEETING DATES 

Thursday 28 February 

Thursday 2 May 

Thursday 27 June* 

Thursday 29 August (AGM) 

Thursday 31 October 

*WINTER LUNCH                         
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           Victoria Road Gladesville 

   Rel-

Forest churchyard. In 1853, the 

Catholic Church bought the 

property using it first as a presby-

tery then as a home for the Sis-

ters of the Daughters of Our 

Lady of the Sacred Heart, who 

ran a school in the village. From 

1910 the house was rented until 

the church sold it in 1970.                                                                                              

When the National Trust ac-

quired the house in I 978 it was 

in a very poor state, and exten-

sive work was carried out to 

bring it back to its present condi-

tion. Only two acres of the 

Harpers' land remains. The house 

is now managed on behalf of the 

Trust by local volunteers.                                                                                                                                                              

After our inspection of this beau-

tifully restored and historic prop-

erty, we adjourned to the Survey-

or General Inn for lunch. This 

brought back memories for Car-

olyn Percival, where she and her 

husband Graham were once li-

censees.  

(Continued from page 1) 

       New display cabinet 

T 
he Historical Society 

has taken possession 

of a new timber dis-

play cabinet, constructed by 

the Hunters Hill Ryde Men’s 

Shed. The cabinet was pre-

sented to the Society by mem-

bers of the Men’s Shed and 

unveiled by the Mayor of 

Hunters Hill, Councillor Mark 

Bennett on Wednesday 12 

December. We thank the 

Men’s Shed and congratulate 

them on the quality of the 

workmanship on the cabinet.    

Top: The new cabinet                                  

Bottom: Mayor Councillor Mark Bennett  (right)

does the honours 

       Christmas Banquet 

F 
orty members and 

guests attended the 

2018 Christmas Ban-

quet at the Hunters Hill Club on 

Monday 3 December. President 

Chris Schofield welcomed every-

one for an evening of  Christmas 

cheer. Alister Sharp, president of 

the Hunters Hill Trust, was a 

guest of the Society. Our thanks 

to Jan Griffiths for organising the 

event.  


