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Patron: The Mayor of Hunters Hill

Diary Dates
2015
Museum Open

10am to noon
Monday to Friday

Meetings at Museum

22 Alexandra Street
Hunters Hill

Thursday 27 August
10am for 10:30

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

and afterwards
Speaker: Dr Kay Leiper
Early Days of Lane Cove
A Short History

‘We share a river with
our close neighbour,
and there are many

Dr Leiper is a member of

Thursday 22 October

Lunch at Parliament
House as guests of
Anthony Roberts MP

Details in October BUNK

Our Xmas Function
will be held at

Il Bolognese
Italian Restaurant

Boronia Park on
Monday 7 December

Details in October BUNK

KEEP THIS DATE
FREE!

historical connections’

Lane Cove Historical Society

he Walker family of Yaralla was
I the subject of a talk given to the

society by Trish Skehan of the
City of Canada Bay Heritage Society.
Yaralla is situated on the banks
of the Parramatta River at
Concord. It is a magnificent
mansion classified by the Na-
tional Trust as “the most sig-
nificant, suburban, Edwardian
estate in NSW”. The historic
home was the hub of Sydney’s
social scene. It played host to
Royal visitors and dignitaries,
the famous and infamous and
all social classes. This unique
legacy was left for public use
by Thomas Walker (1804-
18806), a noted fi-
nancier, philanthro-
pist and pastoralist,
and his one child,
Eadith (1861-
1937).
Thomas artived in
Australia in 1822,
acting as a courier
for his father, a
British MP. He
carried a promissory
note for one million
pounds with in-
structions for the
colonial secretary to
buy one million
acres of land for the
British Crown. That
is how our crown land came about.
He came with an impeccable pedigree, being
related to six kings and 22 baronets from his
English lineage. He started the Bank of Aus-
tralasia which was robbed weeks later when
thieves tunnelled into the basement by way of
the Tank Stream which had been covered
over. He joined Campbell’s Bank, later the
Bank of NSW (now Westpac), as a director,
and was the bank’s president for the last 17
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Dynasty was a complex blend of royalty, politics and power

years of his life. Through the bank, he ac-
quired vast acreage in the Tenterfield area and
much more land up north.
As a2 member of the Pastoral Association,
Thomas explored the southern
regions of NSW. Realising the
vastness of our eastern state, he
became the MP for Port Mel-
bourne and petitioned Queen
Victoria to make a new state
named in her honour. In later
years, he worked with Henry
Parkes when the northernmost
region became Queensland.
Thomas acquired the old Nich-
ols orchard estate of Woodbine
in Concord but would not
build his Yaralla mansion until
the late 1860s after marrying
Jane Steel-Hart. Ill with TB,
Jane gave birth to Eadith (note the
Scottish spelling of her name). They
moved into Yaralla in 1870 but Jane
died on Boxing Day of that year.
Eadith was one of the most highly
decorated women, in terms of civil-
ian honours, in Australian history.
She became a Dame of the British
Empire in 1928. Her personal mem-
ories record her encounters with
Queens Victoria, Mary and Eliza-
beth, the Queen Mother. She was
godmother to John Verney, son of
Sir Ralph Verney, secretary to the
Speaker of the House of Commons
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HUNTERS HILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THURSDAY 27 AUGUST 2015
10:30am at the Museum
22 Alexandra Street Hunters Hill
Agenda, Reports And Election of Officers

Tony Saunders, Honorary Secretary



http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/hwtports/0/0/3/doc/hp003334.shtml
http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/hwtports/0/0/3/doc/hp003333.shtml

HUNTERS HILL HISTORICAL
SOCIETY INC

ABN 72012103152

Address Mail To
The Secretary
Hunters Hill Historical Society Inc
PO Box 98 Hunters Hill NSW2110
Phone 98799443
Email:
museum@ huntershill.nsw.gov.au
Editor: lan Adair

Hunters Hill Historical Society Inc
Officers for 2014- 2015
Presidenthris Schofield

Vice Presiddnit Cox
Treasurer & Public Officer
Graham Percival
SecretarYony Saunders
Committee
Tan Adair
June Beck
Dorothy Cubban
Eunice Farram
Jan Griffiths
Bob Mostyn
Jean Pritchard
Paula Ramsay Southcombe
Honorary Auditor Bob Love
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in London for over 30 years.

She supported many charities for
which she received honours but she
attempted to keep the information
quiet. Thomas left his estate not to
her but to a “child or children of
her marriage”. Eadith never married
or produced issue so the estate is
held in trust for the People of
NSW. It has been revealed that
Eadith had a long standing relation-
ship with her chauffeur but this was
also kept quiet. She never sought to
marry him as permission would
have had to have been granted by
Queen Victoria.

As the talk demonstrated, the histo-
ry of the Walker dynasty and Yaralla
is a complex blend of kinship, royal-
ty, exploration, politics, power and
tragedy in the years spanning 1822-
1937 and beyond.

Books by Trish Skehan about the
Walkers can be obtained from City
of Canada Bay Heritage Society.
Chris Schofield

Pictures of Eadith Campbell Walker
and Thomas Walker from Herald and
Weekly Times Portrait Collection.
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Colourful captain had local links
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